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GETTING STARTED

In the last section, we studied the changes that occur when a person
enters into a new relationship with Christ. Throughout his letters, the
Apostle Paul uses the words “in Christ” to describe this new position
granted to us. By learning what is true about us “in Christ” we are
beginning to understand our identity just like a child begins to recognize
his own name.

Before moving on, take a look at the past few pages of this booklet and
reflect on the blessing Christ has given you. What was significant? What
was your takeaway from the conversation? Share with your group the
insights you received from dwelling on your identity. What questions do
you still have regarding this new identity?



The Apostle Paul strives to make clear that “in Christ” we have a new
identity which transforms not only who we as Christ followers are called
to be, but also what we are called to do. With a new name, we also have
a new mission. Our new mission in this life is to pursue righteousness
and seek to multiply and make new disciples.

PURPOSE IN CHRIST

Identity is a complex set of layers, for we are many things. Our
occupation, ethnic identity, etc., are part of who we are. But we
assign different values to these components and thus Christian
maturing is a process in which the most fundamental layer of our
identity becomes our self-understanding as a new creature in Christ
along with all our privileges in him.

-Tim Keller “Gospel Christianity”

When you think about your life before Christ, what area(s) did you
identify as the most fundamental layer(s) of your identity?



Read Ephesians 2:1-7 aloud.

Compare and contrast together what the passage says was true of
you before and after Christ.

Replace the word ‘you’ with ‘I’ or ‘me’ and re-read the passage to
yourself.

Share with your group what thoughts/feelings/images this evokes for
you.

Fill in the graph: According to these passages, what is true of us now
that we are in Christ?



In Christ, we have been saved by grace and given the position before
God as forgiven, holy, and righteous before God. Though we are
‘perfect’ in our position in Christ, we can all attest that we are far from
perfect in our daily condition. Dallas Willard says, “The grace of God is
not opposed to effort; it is opposed to earning.” When we first met
Christ, He not only gave us a perfect position in Him, but He began the
work of making our lives look more like His. We get to take part in that
work.

Read Philippians 2:12-13 aloud.

Sometimes after we meet Jesus, we see our sin and wonder why Jesus
hasn’t fixed it. We ask God, “Why don’t you just take my sin away?”
This passage in Philippians calls us to work out our salvation. Paul
reminds us that our sin doesn’t disappear the minute we come to know
Christ but instead, it is a process of growth where we join in the work
God is doing in us.



Dialogue together. Why do you think God’s work in us is a process?

Describe a time in your life when growth wasn’t instantaneous.
What was gained through this time?

With our new identity established in Christ, we are given a new mission.
2nd Timothy 2:21 says, “... if anyone cleanses himself from what is
dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy,
useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.” As
believers, we are called to pursue righteousness and get rid of the sin in
our life. This is part of our new mission. In addition, Christ also calls us
to go do as He did in telling others the good news of the gospel.

Read Matthew 28:16-20, The Great Commission.

When I read this passage, I imagine it was a hot day, but a cool breeze
from the Sea of Galilee provided occasional relief as the disciples
trekked to the top of the mountain to wait for Jesus. Perhaps the
mountain view overlooked the surrounding cities that Jesus had once
traveled through with these men, teaching, healing, and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom of God. Several others were gathered already
by the time these eleven arrived. Jesus had told them to meet Him there
the last time they saw Him. Perhaps this was their ‘usual spot’, their
favorite place outside the city. Though we can’t know any of this for
sure, what we do know is that these are some of the very last moments
Jesus spent with his disciples. His words here are some of His very last
before He ascends into heaven, so this time would have been very
meaningful.



Imagine you are one of the disciples with Jesus on the mountains of
Galilee. Describe some of the thoughts and feelings you have as Jesus
gives this commission to you and your friends.

Share your insights with the group.

Re-read the Matthew 28:16-20 and underline how Jesus talks about
himself.

Share your observations and impressions.

Circle the verbs Jesus uses as He talks to His disciples in the passage.
How does Jesus’ authority and presence shape how you view these
verbs and your role in this mission?

Enveloped in this Great Commission there are 2 commands and 3 action
verbs. The first command is simply to ‘make disciples.’ This was the
mission that drove Jesus’ life. The 3 action verbs that follow this primary
command are go, baptize, and teach. When Jesus says the word, “go” it
is actually better translated as ‘going’ or ‘as you go’. Jesus is not talking
about once-in-a-lifetime missions trips, but about the everyday errands.
The daily work conversations wherever you go and wherever you are.
His second action verb, baptizing, indicates a public identification with
the person and work of Christ. It is an external demonstration of an
internal change in identity. The third verb, teaching others to obey all
He has commanded, involves a life that follows in the footsteps of
Christ. It doesn’t mean completing a curriculum or attending church
activities, but instead points to a lifestyle dedicated to instructing and



modeling Christ-likeness to others. The final command in this passage is
frequently missed. Though most Bible translations use “Behold”, “Lo”,
or “Surely” for the first words of verse 20, I think the New Living
Translation catches it best, �³�$�Q�G���E�H���V�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�L�V�����,���D�P���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X���D�O�Z�D�\�V��
�H�Y�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���D�J�H���´ Here, Jesus is in essence saying, as you
make disciples, you must keep focused on Me. As you go, baptize and
teach I am with you and I will show you how to do this.

Underline and share one phrase or sentence that stands out to you in
the writing before.

Name someone in your life that has influenced you towards Christ.

List two ways their influence was part of the fulfillment of the Great
Commission.

Share as a group. What similarities do you find?

The reason we make disciples who make disciples is not because we
have to, because it is a command or a burden, but because we are
compelled by the Great Commandment.

Read Matthew 22:37-40, The Great Commandment

Summarize in one sentence what Matthew is trying to communicate.
Share with your group.



On your own, compare Matthew 28:18-20 and Matthew 22:37-40.

Talk together about what might result if you try to make disciples
without a Great Commandment heart?

“Our motive drives our mission. Our passion fuels our priorities.
Our heart energizes our hands. Loving God and loving people is
our motive. Making disciples who can make disciples is our
mission. Throughout His ministry, Jesus modeled what it meant to
love God and love people, and through His priorities He made
disciples. Then, in His final words to His disciples—including you
and me—He summarized His mission and handed it off to us to
complete.”

- Dann Spader

Talk to God about His mission and your role. Thank Him that you
get to be a part of pointing others towards the love, joy, and life
found only in Christ. Pray for those two people you named. Ask the
Lord for an opportunity to reach out to them this week.

AS YOU GO FROM HERE



Our hope for studying our new identity in Christ is that you might grow
in your understanding of the Christian’s mission to grow in personal
holiness and to make disciples. We have been invited to participate in
Great Commission work with God, but with this honor, it must come
from a heart motivated by the Great Commandment.

Write down the names of two people you know that you want to see
brought closer to Jesus.

Reflect on one practical way for each that you can help influence them
for Christ this week.


